


The People’s Forest: A Brief History

The White Mountain National Forest is located in New Hampshire and Maine. It is part of a larger National 
Forest System that includes more than 150 Forests from Alaska to Puerto Rico. The United States Forest 
Service manages these public lands to conserve resources through a balance of activities and uses, including 
timber and forest products, wildlife habitat, Wilderness Area, recreation, and clean water. 

The White Mountains are part of the Appalachian Range, home to the tallest peaks in New England. The 
summit of Mount Washington has recorded the most extreme weather in the world. Every year, upwards of 
6 million people visit these alpine peaks and hardwood valleys. They enjoy fresh water streams and lakes, 
hiking trails, snowmobiling, skiing, wildlife, and 23 developed campgrounds. All are open to the public. 

A century ago, the White Mountains played a pivotal role in the establishment of all National Parks and 
Forests throughout the United States. The People’s Forest is an appropriate name for many reasons; 
historically, it pays homage to those who cared for the land and served its people. 



Quinn Morrissette

2. The Flume Gorge, Franconia, NH.  3. Great Glen Trails, Gorham, NH. 

1. Boot Spur - Mt. Washington, Pinkham Notch, NH 

Sources: (1) bobgrantphotography (2) gorving.com (3) greatglentrails.com



Growth of the Lumber Industry

4. Two Young Lumberjacks in the Maine Forest, Charles Lanman, 1819. 
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6. Fire on Owls Head Mountain, Franconia, NH, 1907. 

1800-1900

The American Industrial Revolution ushered in a new 
era for the New Hampshire economy. Lumber yards 
and pulp mills scaled up production as the demand 
for paper-based products increased. Improvements in 
technology enabled efficient foresting; Crosscut saws 
were replaced by chainsaws, horses with skidders. 

This new relationship with the land had unforeseen 
impacts. Dead limbs left on the forest floor dried up and  
caused massive wildfires. Lack of roots in the ground 
caused erosion and unstable watersheds. Downstream, 
local communities flooded. Natural resources were 
dwindling, and mills were forced to slow production. 
It was an economic and environmental disaster. 5. Chainsaw Cutting, Brown Company, NH, 1949. 

Sources: (4) foresthiker.com (5, 6) plymouth.edu 



The Weeks Act

7. Slash Remains from Cut-over Land, NH, 1910.

9. John Wingate Weeks, 1905. 8. Jefferson, NH, 1885. 



Quinn Morrissette

10. Uncle Sam and the Old Man of the Mountain, The Boston Herald, February 16, 1911. 

1911

Public outcry over uncontrolled logging forced legislative action. Senator John Weeks of Massachusetts 
proposed a bill that President William Howard Taft singed into law in 1911. The Weeks Act permitted the 
federal government to purchase private land in order to protect the headwaters of rivers and watersheds in 
the eastern United States. It also called for fire protection through federal, state, and private cooperation.

Sources: (7, 8,10) plymouth.edu (9) bioguide.congress.gov



Establishment

11. Welcome Sign, Franconia, NH. 

1918 

Since its establishment in 1918, dedicated forest employees, volunteers, and partners of the The White 
Mountain National Forest have transformed a once denuded landscape into an iconic New England Forest. 

Nicknamed, “The Land of Many Uses”, the Forest allows  regulated commercial use as well as recreation. 
It is unlike U.S. National Parks in this sense, where land is used primarily for preservation purposes.
Its mission is to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the forest to meet the needs of present and 
future generations.
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Goals and Objectives 

The Forest is divided into three Ranger Districts, each with its own unique needs based on wildlife, 
geography, and human activity. A Land and Resource Management Plan informs operations with over 
arching ambitions. Highlighted here are those I found especially relevant to my residency. 

Sources: (10) fineartamerica.com (11,12,13,14) fs.usda.gov/whitemountain (15) iabsi.

12. Pemigewasset 13. Saco 14. Androscoggin.

Barrier Free Opportunity 

Provide as many recreational opportunities 
as possible, in as many varying degrees of 
difficulty as possible, that are barrier free.

Conservation Education

Connect people to the land by providing the 
public with the tools, experiences, training, 
and information they need to understand, 
appreciate, and enjoy their National Forest, 
and to participate effectively in sustaining 
natural and cultural resources. 

Natural Appearing Landscape 

Management will recognize the Forest’s 
support to local economies while realizing 
the importance to society of a natural 
appearing landscape distinct from the human 
altered environments otherwise dominant in 
the East. 

15. Guidance from a White Mountain National Forest Ranger 



Artist in Residence Program

Our mission is to promote, support and sustain culture, 
heritage and the arts in Northern New Hampshire. We 
are a regional resource, presenting partner programs 
in schools & communities; and providing assistance 
and opportunities to artists, schools, organizations, 
and arts supporters throughout our region.

16. Arts Alliance Programming, Edward Fenn Elementary, Gorham, NH.

“It’s Your Land, Your History, Your Turn”

The White Mountain National Forest partners with the Arts Alliance of Northern New Hampshire to manage 
the Artist in Residence Program.  There is a nationwide call for artists annually. The selected artist is given 
resources to create work, one or more of which is donated to the Forest Service. Initiatives are listed below. 

Capture the beauty and spirit of the forest

Provide learning opportunities through the arts

Explore utilitarian and aesthetic values of the forest

Help citizens understand public lands and use of natural resources
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Raised in the White Mountains

As a boy, I was blessed to call the 
Androscoggin Valley my home - and 
playground. I grew up  inspired by the 
outdoors, and my adventures never 
stopped. I still discover new connections 
to the area; this residency is a very special 
one to me. For visitors and locals alike, the 
Whites are a place for rich experiences. 

Being both the artist in residence and a 
native to the White Mountains has its 
advantages. I understand the land, people, 
and communities. 

Androscoggin River, Berlin, NH.

Trekking Mount Pierce, Bean’s Grant, NH.  

Sources: (16) aanh.org



Ideation

On-site Sketch, Dolly Copp Campground, Gorham, NH, ipad Pro. 

A Century Old Tree

Ideation began around a 100 year old tree. Symbolically, it is a product of the Forest Service- life that 
prospered in their practice. I also felt kinship to this idea because, like myself, it grew in the White Mountains. 
Much to my pleasure, the tree selected for the sculpture is harvested from the same valley where I grew up. 
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Rhythms 

Lessons from the past reveal that there are cycles 
in the land, and in us, her inhabitants. The White 
Mountain National Forest functions as a metronome, 
keeping the rhythms of nature and industry in time. 

Behind this operation are good people. We owe a 
great deal of respect to them and their efforts. I want 
to create a form that reflected this deep seeded, yet 
very practical, kind of intelligence inherent in their 
work.  

The Golden Ratio is a remarkable relationship 
between the proportions of patterns during growth. 
 



Permutation

Sketch, iPad Pro. 

Model, Wire, Pine, 15” x 6” x 6” 
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Engineering and Aesthetics  

Exposed to the elements, short slabs cut from the tree would have inevitably split; a major safety concern. 
Instead, the length of each log is incrementally elongating along the spiral array, and axial wood grain 
maintains its natural strength.  

The structure needed to support the overall weight of itself, snowloads, and people interacting 
with it. In order to avoid an obtrusive and machanical looking steel armature, a pair of heavy tubes 
intersect each log and remain hidden from sight. Dimensions are defined by the golden ratio (1 : 1.618). 

CAD Assembly, Solidworks. 



Proof of Concept

Model, Hemlock, Birch, Steel. 
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1/8 Scale Model, Pine, Steel, 48” x 20” x 12” 



Sketch, iPad Pro. 

34’

3’

5’

8’

Finalized Design 
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Sketch, iPad Pro. 
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Public Involvement

After sharing the finalized design at the Museum of the White Mountains, our audience highlighted the 
importance personal memory. We decided to create hashtag, #centennialspiral, so everybody could share 
their favorite memories (or memories in the making) to an online collection via social media. 



Dolly Copp 
Share Your Memories 

I created a plaque that references the sculpture; 
Timber is cut from the same century old tree used 
in the piece, and is supported by two steel pipes. An 
infographic provides a brief history of the Forest 
Service, and how each viewer can share their own 
White Mountain memories. 
 
The project will be installed at Dolly Copp, a 
historic campground in the Androscoggin Ranger 
District. Families go every summer; in some 
cases, the tradition has lived on for generations.  
These grounds are also a favorite among outdoor 
enthusiasts for their close proximity to the Great 
Glen Gulf and the Presidential Mountain Range. 17. Family Photo at Dolly Copp Campground, circa 1975. 

Bridgeport Milling.  
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Plaque, White Pine, Steel, Vinyl Print, 20” x 22” x 35” 

Sources: (17) dollycopp.com




